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Tricks for having a great time at the Snowboard Cross World Cup in Baqueira Beret

Snowboard Cross World Cup is a sports and entertainment festival. To enjoy it to the max, here are some details for spectators and curious onlookers to bear in mind so they can have fun on the 1st and 2nd of March and not miss a single detail or leisure activity.

It is important to keep in mind the recommendations on how to arrive at the circuit if you are only coming to see the sports part or if you want to enjoy the afternoon DJ party, the complete schedules and where to go at each moment in the event, in addition to the guide of activities in the village.
	
On the 1st and 2nd of March, the exciting Snowboard Cross is coming to Baqueira Beret with the World Cup sponsored by Movistar and Seguros Catalana Occidente. This will be the third event in the circuit this year. After stopping at the resorts in Val d’Aran and Valls d’Àneu 2016, this high-level international competition is coming back to the Catalan Pyrenees to offer the most amazing spectacle atop a snowboard. Riders, staff, the public and accredited journalists will thrill to the more than 100 riders who will ride the Boardercross course, located in the Blanhiblar zone in Beret.
 
Tips for getting near the course and fully experiencing the leisure events at the World Cup 
On Friday the 1st of March, the date when the qualifying rounds will be held, they can be seen from any car park in the Baqueira Beret resort. Alternatively, you can leave the hotel with your skis if you’re at the foot of the slopes and ski to the Blanhiblar zone. For those who don’t ski, the finish area and village with leisure activities are at the base of the Beret car park.

On Saturday the 2nd of March, after the prizes are awarded at 3 pm, a huge closing party will be held until 6 pm with music spun by DJ Serx Einheri. That day, we particularly recommend parking in Beret if you want to enjoy the party, since the ski lifts going back to the Baqueira zone close at 5 pm.

Places to enjoy the sporting event 
The Boardercross course in the Beret zone is broad and located under the Blanhiblar main slope, so it is really easy to reach. The mountain itself is shaped like an amphitheatre, so it allows you to see almost the entire upper part of the competition easily on the mountainside. This is one point that spectators rated very highly in 2016. We recommend watching the early rounds of the competition, which have the most international snowboarders, in this location, since you can also see the jumble of snowboarders jockeying for position at the start.

For the finals, the best place to experience the bustle and excitement of the athletes is the finish line. The organisers have installed a giant screen which will cover the entire course live, and there is a fenced-off area with good visibility set aside for the public, which is free of charge. In addition, Santi Gallardo, the speaker who has been providing live commentary of the snowboard and alpine World Cups held in the Pyrenees since 2008, knows a great deal about the athletes and provides live details about this sport that only he knows.

For those who prefer to watch the event from the upper part and therefore without the loudspeakers, we recommend listening to the commentary through the live broadcasts on the websites of Teledeporte http://www.rtve.es/directo/teledeporte and Esport 3 https://www.ccma.cat/tv3/directe/esport3. Or if you prefer the silence, you can keep track of the rounds via the FIS’s live-timing at https://www.fis-ski.com.

In terms of the weather predictions, the forecasts are calling for exceptional weather with plenty of sun, so we recommend that you come ready to ski and snowboard in Baqueira Beret, while also remembering to use sun protection if you want to track the entire event.

The snowboard cross event
Both Friday and Saturday, those who attend the Snowboard Cross World Cup in Baqueira Beret can enjoy and find excitement in the activities prepared by the Organising Committee in the village zone, which is located next to the Beret car park and is accessible on foot.

In the village of the SBX World Cup you can find a variety of tents meant for fans of winter sports who want to sample the traditional products from the Val d’Aran and learn more about our partner brands. The main brands include Danone-Actimel, whose tent will feature free taste tests of their top products for all visitors; Caldos Aneto, which will offer a selection of warm broths to help visitors recharge their batteries and warm up; and Coca-Cola, which will offer free soft drinks and new products to all visitors. Fonter Levité Limón and Fonter Bubbles will also be there, and they’re going to enliven their tent with draws of Baqueira Beret ski passes via Instragram.

And to give this sports event a bit of local personality, the Conselh Generau d’Aran will offer visitors a wide variety of traditional products, taking the valley’s customs and flavours to the four corners of the earth at a symbolic price.

Finally, as a new feature this year, children’s freestyle modules will be installed, where kids can get on a board to experience the thrill of snowboard cross as if they were one of the legendary riders in the third edition of the SBX World Cup circuit.

The icing on the cake will be Saturday starting at 3 pm with the closing party. After the awards ceremony, DJ Serx Einheri will entertain the audience with live music until the end of the event at 6 pm.

SBX World Cup Programme
Friday 1 March:
10:00 – 10:45 am: Men’s training
11:05 am – 12:30 pm: Men’s qualifying rounds
1:00 – 1:45 pm: Women’s training
2:05 – 3:00 pm: Women’s qualifying rounds
4 pm: End of activities in the Village

Saturday 2 March:
12:15 – 1:00 pm: Training
1:30 – 2:50 pm: SBX finals (sixteens, quarter-finals, semi-finals and final)
3:00 – 6:00 om: Party with DJ Serx Einheri in the village

Sponsorship from Movistar and Seguros Catalana Occidente
The SBX World Cup in Baqueira Beret is being supported by Movistar, a brand associated with winter sports for both tourism and athletes. The partnership agreement between RFEDI and Movistar dates back to the winter of 2016-2017. The global telephone company reinforced its commitment to snow sports with the 2017 FIS Freestyle Ski and Snowboard World Championships in the Sierra Nevada. In addition, for the past 3 seasons, Movistar has been the official sponsor of the federation’s national snowboard and freeski team. Since least season, it has also sponsored the SBX-SX Spanish Cup, which stops in Baqueira, Formigal and Sierra Nevada.
	
The company Seguros Catalana Occidente is also supporting this competition. Seguros Catalana Occidente is part of the Grupo Catalana Occidente, one of the leaders in the Spanish insurance sector and in the international credit insurance market, with steady growth and widespread implementation. It is currently ranked 6th in the Spanish market and 2nd worldwide in credit insurance.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Partner institutions
Making Baqueira Beret the site of this World Cup has earned the wholesale agreement of the parties involved, including both the RFEDI, whose strategic plan has prioritised major events, and the Catalan Winter Sports Federation (FCEH). Likewise, the top sports institutions in Spain are also on board, including the National Sports Council (CSD), as are their Catalan counterparts through the Catalan Sport Council (CCE). Finally, local institutions such as the Conselh Generau d’Aran, the Naut Aran City Council and the Provincial Council of Lleida have also confirmed their support of the project. It is also important to bear in mind the association with local sports and with the volunteer association Volentaris d’Aran.


More information and press:
Toti Rosselló / Xènia Fortea
Comunicación Copa del Mundo SBX Baqueira 2019
Toti +34 670 763 555 | media@baqueira.es 
Xènia +34 +34 607 754 170 | xfortea@xcommunication.es 
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